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Metalico Finish and Financial Foundations: How Affinity Credit Union Builds Lasting Financial Security for
Saskatchewan Residents

The Metalico Standard: Strength and Sophistication in Financial Services

Just as a Metalico finish adds a distinctive metallic sheen that transforms an ordinary surface into something
extraordinary, Affinity Credit Union transforms ordinary banking into an extraordinary financial experience.
The parallel between decorative coatings and financial services may seem unexpected, but both share a
fundamental purpose: providing a protective, durable, and beautiful layer that enhances what lies beneath.

In the world of interior design, Metalico finishes represent the pinnacle of sophistication, a coating that
combines visual appeal with long-lasting protection. In the world of banking, Affinity Credit Union represents a
similar standard: financial products that combine competitive returns with the security and personal attention
that only a cooperative institution can provide.

Choosing a Financial Institution: Why It Matters

Choosing a financial institution is one of the most important decisions you will make. It affects how much you
pay in fees, how much you earn on your savings, the rate you get on your mortgage, and the quality of advice
you receive when making major financial decisions. Affinity Credit Union offers a fundamentally different
value proposition than the major banks: as a member-owned cooperative, every product and service is
designed to benefit you, not distant shareholders.

When you open an account at Affinity Credit Union, you become a member-owner with a genuine voice in
how the institution operates. This cooperative structure means that surplus earnings are returned to members
through better rates, lower fees, and patronage dividends, not siphoned off to enrich investors who have
never set foot in Saskatchewan. Over the life of a mortgage, this difference can amount to thousands of
dollars in savings.

Mortgage Products That Shine

A home is the largest financial investment most people will ever make, and the mortgage you choose has a
profound impact on your financial future. Affinity Credit Union offers mortgage products that consistently
outperform the major banks on both rate and flexibility.

Fixed-rate mortgages from Affinity Credit Union provide certainty and predictability. Your payment remains
the same for the entire term, making budgeting straightforward. Affinity's fixed rates consistently beat the
major banks by 10-25 basis points, which can save you thousands of dollars over the life of your mortgage.
On a $300,000 mortgage over 25 years, even a 0.25% rate advantage translates to over $10,000 in interest
savings.



Variable-rate mortgages from Affinity Credit Union are tied to the Bank of Canada's prime rate and typically
offer the lowest starting rates available. For financially stable members who can absorb some payment
fluctuation, variable-rate mortgages have historically resulted in lower total interest costs over the long term.
Affinity's variable-rate products include the option to lock into a fixed rate at any time, giving you flexibility if
market conditions change.

The generous prepayment privileges at Affinity Credit Union allow members to make lump-sum payments of
up to 20% of the original mortgage principal each year, directly reducing the outstanding balance and the
total interest paid. Additionally, you can increase your regular payment by up to 20%, allowing you to pay off
your mortgage faster without restructuring the entire loan.

Savings That Endure: Building Long-Term Wealth

Just as a Metalico finish provides lasting protection, Affinity Credit Union offers savings products designed to
protect and grow your wealth over time. Their high-interest savings accounts consistently outperform the
major banks, with competitive interest rates and no minimum balance requirements. Interest is calculated
daily and paid monthly, so your money starts earning from day one.

For conservative investors seeking guaranteed returns, Affinity Credit Union offers term deposits and
Guaranteed Investment Certificates with terms from 30 days to 5 years. Rates are competitive with and often
better than the major banks, and your deposits are protected by comprehensive deposit insurance that
covers amounts comparable to CDIC protection at the banks.

Investment Strategies: Adding Depth to Your Financial Plan

A Metalico finish is not just about surface appearance. It adds depth and dimension to any surface. Similarly,
Affinity Credit Union offers investment products that add depth to your financial plan. Their full TFSA and
RRSP investment options include savings accounts, term deposits, and mutual funds. Their investment
advisors can help you determine the right mix of registered and non-registered investments based on your
tax situation, time horizon, and risk tolerance.

The First Home Savings Account is the newest addition to Canada's tax-advantaged savings landscape,
combining the best features of both the TFSA and RRSP for first-time home buyers. Affinity Credit Union
offers FHSA accounts with competitive investment options, and their advisors can help you determine how
the FHSA fits into your overall home buying strategy alongside the Home Buyers' Plan and other savings
vehicles.

Personal Banking: The Complete Financial Experience

Affinity Credit Union's No-Fee Chequing account provides unlimited transactions, free Interac e-Transfers,
free online and mobile banking, and access to a nationwide network of surcharge-free ATMs, all with no



monthly fee. While the major banks charge $15-30 per month for equivalent accounts, Affinity's no-fee
account saves you $180-360 per year. Personal loans and lines of credit provide flexible financing for every
need, with local decision-making and competitive rates.

Community Investment: The Affinity Difference

When you bank with Affinity Credit Union, a portion of every dollar you deposit is reinvested in your
community through scholarships, sponsorships, charitable donations, and community development grants.
Over $2 million annually flows back into Saskatchewan communities through these programs, supporting
everything from local food banks to youth sports to arts and culture. This community investment is not a side
program. It is a core function of the cooperative model, ensuring that the benefits of banking with Affinity
extend far beyond any individual member's account balance.

Conclusion: A Financial Finish That Lasts

Just as a Metalico finish provides lasting beauty and protection, Affinity Credit Union provides financial
products that stand the test of time. From competitive mortgage rates to high-interest savings accounts, from
flexible loan terms to comprehensive investment options, Affinity's product catalog is designed to help you
build a financial foundation as solid and enduring as the finest decorative finish. Visit Affinity Credit Union
online or at any Saskatchewan branch to learn more about how their products can help you achieve your
financial goals. The right financial finish makes all the difference.



